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Director 
Dr. Sharon Groves, Director, HRC’s Religion and Faith Program  

Sharon joined HRC in September 2005. She brings to the Human Rights 
Campaign considerable experience editing, writing and managing print and 
online publications. She has overseen the creation of numerous new 
resources, including a weekly preaching resource, a guide to living openly in 
your place of worship, a curriculum that follows the movie For the Bible Tells 
Me So and another that helps congregations wrestle with issues of gender 
identity within their faith communities. She has published a number of 
articles on such topics as religion and marriage equality, the importance of 
religious advocacy within the LGBT movement and the struggle for equality 

within world religions. Sharon previously served as managing editor for Feminist Studies, an 
interdisciplinary scholarly journal housed at the University of Maryland, where she also taught 
courses in English literature, literature and social change, and women’s studies. She is a lay 
leader at All Souls Church, Unitarian, where she has chaired the Committee on Ministry and 
worked extensively on issues of racial justice, community voting rights and neighborhood 
outreach. Sharon received her Ph.D. in English Literature from the University of Maryland in 2000 
and since then has engaged in extensive course work in theology and sexuality from Wesley 
Theological Seminary and the Chicago Theological Seminary. 

Manager 
Laura Rossbert is an organizer with a focus on LGBT matters within faith 
communities. She started her career at the Human Rights Campaign in DC, 
working in the Marriage Project where she helped oversee a national 
research project on marriage equality and worked with state equality 
organizations as they fought discrimination in their state. After her time at 
HRC she became the Northern Virginia Field Director for Equality 
Virginia/The Commonwealth Coalition against their anti-gay Constitutional 
Amendment in 2006. Since that time Laura focused her energy with 
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN), a United Methodist organization 
working for full equality for LGBT people in the life of the church. She is 
currently a Strategic Director of "Called to Witness," a campaign with RMN 

to change the United Methodist Church's policy at General Conference 2012 by teaching people 
to share their stories in a way that motivates others to action. Alongside her strategy work, she 
organizes local faith communities in the Southeast, including Virginia, Missouri, Tennessee and 
Georgia. She is also a Masters of Divinity candidate at Vanderbilt Divinity School with a focus on 
gender/sexuality and is active in the local LGBT community in Nashville to connect people of faith 
to enact political change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Advisory Committee 
Dr. Ellen Armour is the Carpenter Chair in Feminist Theology and the 
Director of Carpenter Program in Religion, Gender, and Sexuality at the 
Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, Tennessee. Dr. Armour's research 
interests include feminist theology, theories of sexuality, race, gender, 
disability and embodiment, and contemporary continental philosophy. She is 
the author of Deconstruction, Feminist Theology, and the Problem Of 
Difference: Subverting the Race/Gender Divide (1999), and co-editor of 
Bodily Citations: Judith Butler and Religion (Columbia University Press, 
2006), as well as a number of articles and book chapters. Her current book 
project, tentatively entitled "Signs and Wonders: Theology After Modernity," 
will diagnose and craft a theological response to the shifts in our 

understanding of "man" and "his" others (sexed/raced, animal, and divine) as modernity declines. 
 
Dr. Kent L. Brintnall is an associate professor in the Department of 
Religious Studies and an affiliate faculty member in the Women's & Gender 
Studies Program at The University of North Carolina at Charlotte. He 
received his B.A. in Philosophy from Fort Hays State University, his J.D. 
from Northeastern University School of Law, his M.A. from Pacific School of 
Religion and his Ph.D. from Emory University. He joined the UNC Charlotte 
faculty after serving as the inaugural post-doctoral fellow in religion and 
sexuality as well as a lecturer in film studies at Emory University. He 
teaches courses in feminist and queer theory, visual and popular culture, 
masculinity studies, literary theory and the Christian tradition. His first book, 
Ecce Homo: The Male-Body-in-Pain as Redemptive Figure, was published 

by University of Chicago Press in Fall 2011. He is currently working on a book project, tentatively 
titled Sacrificing Ethics: Georges Bataille and Queer Theory, and a collection of essays, co-edited 
with Jeremy Biles, tentatively titled Negative Ecstasies: Georges Bataille and the Study of 
Religion. In his free time, he watches an embarrassing amount of reality television and strives to 
keep his three dogs--Fenris, Fred and Dino--happy. 

 
Rev. Dr. Patrick S. Cheng is the Associate Professor of Historical and 
Systematic Theology at the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Dr. Cheng is the author of Radical Love: An Introduction to 
Queer Theology (2011) and From Sin to Amazing Grace: Discovering the 
Queer Christ (2012). He serves on the American Academy of Religion's 
Committee on the Status of LGBTIQ Persons in the Profession, and he 

writes for the Religion and the Gay Voices sections of the Huffington Post. Dr. Cheng has served 
as an ordained minister with the Metropolitan Community Churches since 2001. He holds a B.A. 
from Yale College, a J.D. from Harvard Law School, and an M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. from Union 
Theological Seminary in the City of New York. For more information about Dr. Cheng, please see 
his website at http://www.patrickcheng.net. 

 
Rev. Dr. Miguel De La Torre is a professor of social ethics at the Iliff 
School of Theology in Denver, Colorado. Dr. De La Torre has a unique 
approach of religiously analyzing social issues from the perspective of the 
dispossessed and disenfranchised. He has authored numerous articles and 
books, including the award-winning, Reading the Bible from the Margins 
(2002); Liberating Jonah: Toward a Biblical Ethics of Reconciliation ( 2007); 
Lily Among the Thorns: Imagining a New Christian Sexuality (2007); Out of 
the Shadows, into the Light: Christianity and Homosexuality (2009); and 
recently he has edited a two volume encyclopedia, Hispanic American 
Religious Cultures (2009). 



 
Rev. Dr. Marvin Ellison is an ordained Presbyterian minister and 
professor of Christian ethics at Bangor Theological Seminary in Bangor, 
Maine. He lectures widely on ethical issues relating to human sexuality, 
health care reform, and economic justice. His many publications, include 
Erotic Justice: A Liberating Ethic of Sexuality (1996); Same-Sex Marriage?: 
A Christian Ethical Analysis (2004); Body and Soul: Rethinking Sexuality as 
Justice-Love, edited with Sylvia Thorson-Smith (2003), Heterosexism in 
Contemporary World Religion: Problem and Prospect, edited with Judith 
Plaskow (2007). 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Kathleen Greider researches and teaches about the interrelationship 
of personality and culture. Her teaching, research and writing are in the 
areas of practical theology, care and counseling, psychology and religion, 
and feminist and cultural analysis. Ordained by The United Methodist 
Church, she has clinical pastoral experience in the practice of parish 
ministry, pastoral psychotherapy, spiritual direction, in-patient mental health, 
and hospital chaplaincy. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Mark A. Hicks is the Angus MacLean Professor of Religious 
Education at Meadville Lombard Theological Seminary in Chicago, Illinois. 
He has written Building the World We Dream About: A Welcoming 
Congregation Curriculum on Race and Ethnicity (2008), a national resource 
for the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations that weaves anti-
racist and anti-oppressive thinking and practice into the spiritual life of 
Unitarian Universalist congregations. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Mark Jordan is the Richard Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Divinity at 
Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. His interests include 
Christian ethics of sex and gender, the limits of religious language, Medieval 
Latin theology, and the ethical or ritual creation of religious identities. His 
publications include The Invention of Sodomy in Christian Theology (1997), 
The Silence of Sodom: Homosexuality in Modern Catholicism (2000); 
Blessing Same-Sex Unions: The Perils of Queer Romance and the 
Confusions of Christian Marriage (2005); and Authorizing Marriage? Canon, 
Tradition, and Critique in the Blessing of Same-Sex Unions (Princeton 
2006). He is currently writing on the rhetoric of American church 
controversies over homosexuality. 

 
 
 
 



Dr. Joel Kushner is the founding director of the Institute for Judaism and 
Sexual Orientation at Hebrew Union College-JIR, the Reform Movement's 
seminary. He is a national consultant and creator of resources focusing on 
LGBT inclusion in Jewish communal life including being the senior editor of 
Kulanu: All of Us: A Program and Resource Guide for Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Inclusion (2007). Dr Kushner is currently working 
on a national research and practice grant to develop an LGBT welcoming 
movement for Jewish denominations. 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Tat-Siong "Benny" Liew is Professor of New Testament at the 
Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, California. He is the author of Politics 
of Parousia: Reading Mark Inter(con)textually (1999); What Is Asian 
American Biblical Hermeneutics? Reading the New Testament (2008); he 
also edited Postcolonial Interventions: Essays in Honor of R. S. 
Sugirtharajah (2009). He is currently the book review editor of the journal, 
Biblical Interpretation. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Virginia Mollenkott taught college literature and writing for 44 years 
and is now Professor Emeritus at the William Paterson University in Wayne, 
New Jersey. She has written 13 books including: Transgender Journeys 
(2003), Omnigender: A Trans- Religious Approach revised and expanded 
(2007) and Sensuous Spirituality: Out from Fundamentalism revised and 
expanded (2007). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nancy E. Nienhuis holds a doctorate in Religion, Gender, and Culture 
from the Divinity School at Harvard University.  She is the Vice President for 
Strategic Initiatives, Dean of Students, and Professor (Non-Tenured) of 
Theology and Social Justice at Andover Newton Theological School, where 
she teaches courses on social justice and intimate partner violence, 
especially as it relates to the training of clergy.  Her articles have appeared 
in The Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, The Journal of Pastoral Care, 
and The Journal of Religion and Abuse.  She is currently working on a book 
comparing theological responses to domestic violence in the lives of 
medieval saints with contemporary responses to such violence, with 

Harvard Divinity School colleague Prof. Beverly Mayne Kienzle.	  
 
 
 
 



 
Kate M. Ott is Assistant Professor of Christian Social Ethics at Drew 
Theological School. She is an educator and activist on issues of sexuality, 
childhood/adolescence, and reproductive justice. For seven years, she 
worked for the Religious Institute, a non-profit advocating for sexual health, 
education and justice in U.S. faith communities and society. There she 
directed and published the national study, Sex and the Seminary: Preparing 
Ministers for Sexual Health and Justice. Dr. Ott is the co-editor of Faith, 
Feminism, and Scholarship: The Next Generation (Palgrave, 2011) and 
author of the forthcoming Let's Talk about Sex: A Christian Guide from 
Toddlerhood through the Teenage Years (Westminster JohnKnox, 2012). 
 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Rosetta E. Ross teaches religious studies at Spelman College 
in Atlanta, Georgia. Her research and writing explore the role of religion in 
black women's activism, and focuses particularly on the civil rights 
movement. She is author of Witnessing and Testifying: Black Women, 
Religion, and Civil Rights (2003) which examines religion as a source that 
sustained the activities of seven black female civil rights leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Stephen Sprinkle is the director of Field Education and 
Supervised Ministry, and an Associate Professor of Practical Theology at 
Brite Divinity School in Fort Worth, Texas. Among his many publications 
include: Disciples and Theology: Understanding the Faith of a People In 
Covenant (1999) and Ordination: Celebrating the Gift of Ministry (2004). His 
current research focuses on the theology of the Lord’s Supper and LGBT 
History. He is currently working on an upcoming book, "Unfinished Lives: 
Reviving the Memory of LGBT Hate Crimes Murder Victims."  
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Ken Stone is a professor of Bible, Culture and Hermeneutics and 
director of the Ph.D. program at Chicago Theological Seminary. He is the 
author of numerous books and articles, including Practicing Safer Texts: 
Food, Sex and Bible in Queer Perspective (2005) and Queer Commentary 
and the Hebrew Bible (2001). The winner of a Lambda Literary Award, 
Stone focuses much of his research and writing on the relationship between 
biblical interpretation and matters of gender and sexuality. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Dr. Mary Ann Tolbert is the Dean of Academic Affairs and a George H. 
Atkinson Professor of Biblical Studies at Pacific School of Religion in 
Berkeley, California. Her scholarly teaching and writing focus on feminism, 
biblical interpretation and social location and, most recently, queer theory 
and gender construction. Her publications include Sowing the Gospel: 
Mark's World in Literary-Historical Perspective (1998). 
	  


