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WELCOMING SCHOOLS, ACADEMIC STANDARDS, AND SCHOOL CLIMATE POLICY 

Creating a more welcoming school helps raise academic standards as students who experience acceptance at 
school are more highly motivated, engaged in learning and committed to school.1 In schools with a greater 
sense of community, students have higher educational aspirations and are more academically motivated.2 

IN MY SCHOOL, THERE IS NOT MUCH ROOM TO ADD NEW LESSON PLANS. ARE THERE OTHER 

STRATEGIES THAT TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS CAN USE TO CREATE A MORE INCLUSIVE CLIMATE? 
Yes. There are many ways to create welcoming schools. Welcoming Schools includes simple activities that can 
be used for training in staff meetings, instructions for running educational evenings for parents and guardians, 
examples of how to respond to name-calling, illustrations of teachable moments and extensive relevant 
bibliographies to engage students in creating a positive climate.   

CAN THE LESSON PLANS FROM WELCOMING SCHOOLS BE ALIGNED WITH ACADEMIC STANDARDS?  
Yes. Lesson plans in the guide have been aligned with the Common Core State Standards for English Language 
Arts and with the National Council for Social Studies Curriculum Standards. Educators helped create and edit 
the guide with an eye toward having lesson plans be relevant to current standards.  

WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES? 
Examples of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts are:3 

“Reading: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers. 
Writing: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
Speaking and Listening: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners.”  

Lesson plans that align to these standards include activities such as: 
• Writing: Personal Narratives to Explore Family and Learn More About One Another; 
• Reading: The Great Big Book of Families Guide asks students to discuss and understand the text and 

the images form the book in small and large groups;  
• Speaking and Listening: Making Decisions: Ally or Bystander where students discuss in pairs and with 

the whole class ways to be an ally in the face of bullying or name-calling. 
 
Examples from the National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies are:4 

Theme 1 – Culture: Through the study of culture and cultural diversity, learners understand how 
human beings create, learn, share, and adapt to culture, and appreciate the role of culture in shaping 
their lives and society, as well the lives and societies of others. 
Theme 4 – Individual Development and Identity: Personal identity is shaped by family, peers, culture, 
and institutional influences. Through this theme, students examine the factors that influence an 
individual’s personal identity, development, and actions. 
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Lesson plans from the three main themes of Welcoming Schools can be easily aligned with these standards: 

• Name-Calling and Bullying: Most of these lesson plans address relationships among people. The 
lesson plans help students understand the consequences of name-calling, being a bystander and  
being an ally.  

• Gender Stereotyping: These lesson plans help students examine the communities in which they live 
and examine the ideals of a community where all people can equally participate.  

• Family Diversity: These lesson plans help students see their own families and others in the context 
their schools and their communities. 

ARE THERE NATIONAL SCHOOL CLIMATE STANDARDS? DO SOME STATES HAVE CURRICULUM 

STANDARDS DIRECTLY RELATED TO SCHOOL CLIMATE? 
Yes. The National School Climate Council has developed a framework with benchmarks that is comprised of 
five standards to support effective school climate improvement efforts.5  For example: 

Strand 4) The school community creates an environment where all members are welcomed, supported, 
and feel safe in school: socially, emotionally, intellectually and physically. 

Guidance on the effective implementation of the Federal School Improvement Grants emphasized the 
importance of establishing a positive school climate for successful school reform.6 Nearly half of the states in 
the U.S. have some form of school climate policy included as a part of their state education policies.7 

The Welcoming Schools approach explicitly fosters improvements in school climate through: 

• School Climate Assessment  
• Connecting with Colleagues: Educator training to build skills to interrupt bullying behavior 
• Family Education and Community Building Activities 
• Lesson Plans that include diverse families and students 
• Lesson Plans to build community in your classroom  
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