@Congress of the Wnited States
Washinogton, BE 20515

March 24, 2016

His Excellency Danilo Medina
President of the Dominican Republic
The National Palace

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Dear Mr. President:

We write to you regarding our outstanding United States Ambassador to the Dominican Republic, James
“Wally” Brewster, Jr. We strongly value our relationship with the Dominican Republic and are deeply
concerned by recent efforts by religious leaders and others within your country defaming Ambassador
Brewster and his husband and calls for President Obama to remove him from his post. We stand with
President Obama in rejecting these unacceptable and insulting efforts and ask that you join him in
affirming your support for the United States' duly-appointed ambassador.

Republicans and Democrats in the United States Senate came together to unanimously confirm
Ambassador Brewster to this position in November 2013, and he has served our country with great honor
and distinction since then. He has continued and strengthened our mutual cooperation on law enforcement
and development issues, with more than 35,000 Dominican patients receiving treatment from U.S.
military physicians in the past year. He has also advanced efforts in human rights, including rights for
marginalized groups such as ethnic minorities, people with disabilities, and lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) people, which President Obama has made a priority for all U.S. embassies abroad.

With that in mind, we write to you to reaffirm that Ambassador Brewster has the strong, unambiguous

support of the U.S. Congress and that we will oppose any efforts to remove him from his post. We also
denounce in the strongest possible terms those who have used slurs to describe our ambassador, which

offend the dignity of the Ambassador, LGBT people, women, and the United States of America.

As U.S. National Security Adviser Susan Rice has said, Ambassador Brewster “has the full support of this
President, this White House and the entire U.S. government and I know he will continue to advocate
tirelessly for the interests of the United States in the Dominican Republic. Bigotry in any form is against
the universal values that we promote and does not support the social inclusion that we believe is
important for a free society to succeed. We will continue to support Ambassador Brewster as he advances
universal human rights."

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to working with you as we continue to

advance the relationship between our two countries and as we continue to promote the dignity of all
human beings, no matter who they are or whom they love.
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